Join us at the 23rd Annual Morro Bay Winter Bird Festival
Every Martin Luther King weekend, well over 500 birders visit Morro Bay, California, a Globally
Important Bird Area, to see, photograph, and learn more about birds. Our next Festival will be
held January 18-21, 2019. Birders of all levels are welcome. Beautiful Morro Bay offers pristine
beaches, gorgeous state parks, an excellent natural history museum, panoramic views of the
Pacific Ocean, and best of all, thousands of birds. Over 200 species were sighted during the
2018 Festival weekend.
The 2019 Festival features 138 events, including pelagic cruises, boat rides and kayaking on the
Morro Bay Estuary, van and car trips throughout San Luis Obispo County, hiking trips, and many
informative workshops. The Festival will again include Nature Track events, where birding is not
the primary focus. Nature Track events are highlighted in turquoise on the Festival Schedule.
Youth are encouraged to participate in the Festival. Family Day will be at the Museum of Natural
History on Saturday, January 19th. See the schedule of events on this brochure. Also, youth are
encouraged to register for events on the main Bird Festival website, where the registration fee
is waived for all youth 17 and under.
On Thursday, January 17th, 3:00 – 7:00 pm, we offer early check-in at the Inn at Morro Bay
located at 60 State Park Rd. You can pick up your preordered registration packet and T-shirt. No
registrations or program changes will be possible on Thursday evening.

Festival Hours

Visit our website at morrobaybirdfestival.org to find a complete description of all events and
more information about the area. Festival headquarters are at the Morro Bay
Community Center, 1001 Kennedy Way. You may register on the website beginning
Saturday, November 3, 2018, at 8:00 am Pacific Time. Festival returnees know that
the events fill up fast, so be sure to make your reservations.
REGISTRATION/CHECK-IN
Thursday 3-7pm (check-in only)
Friday 6am-6pm
Saturday 6am-5pm
Sunday 6am-2pm
Monday 6:45am-9:30am

HOSPITALITY ROOM

BAZAAR*

6am-2pm
6am-2pm
6am-2pm
6:45-9:30am

Noon-4:30pm
10am-5pm
10am-4pm
Closed

*The Morro Bay Winter Bird Festival Bazaar is open to the public, except
during the Festival Opening Reception, Friday 5:00- 6:30pm and the Saturday
Art, Wine & Nibbles Reception, Saturday 5:30 - 6:30pm.

Bird Festival T-shirts & ‘Birds of Morro Bay’ Quilt Fundraiser
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In consideration of rising shirt costs and feedback from our registrants, the WBF T-shirt
will now be offered as a separate item for $15 purchase during online registration.
Volunteers, including trip leaders, will continue to receive a T-shirt as a ‘Thank You’
for their donation of time and expertise. T-shirts will also be for sale in limited
quantities at the Festival. The 2019 T-shirt highlights the artwork of René
Reyes and his illustration of a Northern Flicker.
‘Birds of Morro Bay’ Quilt Fundraiser
All 19 squares of this beautiful 62 X 75” quilt were hand-made by Festival
board members Debi Dismer and Suzy Black using the “paper-piecing”
technique (quilting by Donn McKnight). This stunning quilt will be on display
during the festival, but only one lucky person will take it home.
Tickets are $1 each or 6 for $5. Tickets can be purchased during on-line registration
and at select locations in Morro Bay starting November 3. Tickets will be on sale at the
festival until the drawing is held (TBA). View quilt online – morrobaybirdfestival.org

Special Festival Events
EARLY CHECK-IN:
Thursday, January 17, 3-7 pm – Inn at Morro Bay, 60 State Park Road. Beat the
Friday morning rush and pick up your preordered registration packet and T-shirt.
Enjoy Happy Hour and the sunset in the lounge. We cannot accommodate new
registrations or program changes at early check-in.
OPENING RECEPTION:
Friday, January 18, 5:00-6:30pm – Community Center – Enjoy wine and cheese
and fellow birders at the Bird Festival Bazaar. Browse the vendor booths featuring
optics, books, music, nature art & photography, woodcarvings, jewelry,
educational exhibits, and more!
SATURDAY ART, WINE & NIBBLES RECEPTION:
Saturday, January 19, 5:30-6:30pm – Community Center – Another opportunity to
browse the exhibits with some wine and light snacks before heading over to the South
Bay Community Center in Los Osos for James Currie’s keynote presentation. Sponsored
by Out of This World Discount, Optics Swarovski, Optik North America Ltd. & Opticron LLC.
SATURDAY KEYNOTE SPEAKER: James Currie – “Birding the Globe” Saturday,
January 19, 7:00-8:30 pm at the South Bay Community Center.
James leads a fantastic video journey around the world to see some of
the planet's most sought-after and bizarre bird species. From North
and South America to Australia and Africa, the diversity of bird life is
astounding. See strange breeding behaviors, first-time footage of rare
species and humorous insights into the exciting world of wildlife
videography.
A life-long wildlife enthusiast and native of South Africa, James Currie
is the Brand Ambassador for Wilderness Safaris.
James hosts the popular birding TV show, Nikon’s Birding Adventures, now in
its 9th season on Discovery Channel’s Destination America. He hosted the popular
action-birding show “Aerial Assassins” on National Geographic WILD, and
appeared as himself in the reality birding show, “Twitchers” that aired on the
National Geographic Channel in 2014.
SUNDAY KEYNOTE SPEAKER: Alvaro Jaramillo – “Seabirds – The World’s Most Amazing
Birds” – Sunday, January 20, 7:00-8:30pm at the South Bay Community Center.
This talk might as well be about aliens! Imagine never touching land for
5 years, as some albatross do. Consider “surfing” the pressure wave
thousands of feet above a tropical storm, as frigatebirds can do. How
about being able to identify your mate by the way they smell?
Alvaro Jaramillo, owner of Alvaro’s Adventures, was born in Chile but
began birding in Toronto, where he lived as a youth. He was trained
in ecology and evolution with a particular interest in bird behavior. He
is the author of the American Birding Association Field Guide to Birds of
California as well as several books about birds of Chile.
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About the Events
FIELD TRIP KEY:
Easy = under 1 mile, usually level ground
Moderate = 1 to 3 miles, mostly level ground
Strenuous = 3 miles or more, difficult terrain, thick sand,
many steps, steep

TRIP CANCELLATIONS:
Field trips go, rain or shine! Ocean trips may be canceled at
discretion of Coast Guard or ship’s captain. Other trips may
be canceled at discretion of leader. Alternatives are in
place if trips are canceled.

DEPARTURES & TRAVEL:
Field trips depart from Morro Bay Community Center, 1001
Kennedy Way, Morro Bay, or as designated in brochure, at
times listed. Trip lengths are approximate and include travel
time from and to the Community Center unless otherwise
indicated in the Festival Program. Van Trips: no private
vehicles; efforts are made to rotate seating at each stop.

GEAR & FOOD:
Be prepared for rain and chilly weather. Dress in layers.
Bring binoculars, scopes, and other essentials.
Poison oak, ticks and stinging insects may be encountered
on land-based field trips.

OCEAN TRIPS:
Dress warmly and bring rain gear. If prone to motion
sickness, take appropriate measures beforehand.

BOX LUNCHES:
Box lunches must be ordered in advance, and you are
responsible for picking them up at the Morro Bay
Community Center between 6 am and noon.

WATER:

Birds of Morro Bay Quilt Raffle (details inside)

Return Service Requested

P.O. Box 1175
Morro Bay, CA 93443-1175
Morrobaybirdfestival.org

Organization Sponsors:
California State Parks
Central Coast State Parks Association
City of Morro Bay
Morro Coast Audubon Society
Pacific Wildlife Care

morrobaybirdfestival.org

Water is available to fill your own reusable bottles at the
Community Center.

FIELD TRIP ETIQUETTE:
To make your excursion pleasant for all, please observe
the following:
● Turn off cell phones.
● Speak quietly and avoid loud noises.
● Avoid wearing nylon and other “rustling” fabrics.
● Stay behind leader so leader can spot and identify birds.
● Once you have seen the bird, give others a chance.
● Refrain from using scented lotions or perfumes.
● And please, no dogs.

Schedule of Events – 2019 Morro Bay Winter Bird Festival

Schedule is subject to change: go to morrobaybirdfestival.org for updates to schedule

Codes:
Type of Event: F/Field Trip, P/Presentation, S/Special Program;
Meeting Place: BU/Buellton, CC/Community Center, CP/Cloisters Park, CLAZ/Cloisters Azure St,
IMB/Inn at Morro Bay, MU/Museum of Natural History, MBL/Morro Bay Landing, OF/Oso Flaco,
SBBC/South Bay Community Center, SM/Santa Maria, SPM/State Park Marina, SST/Sub-Seas Tours,
VH/Veterans’ Hall, V/Virg’s Landing
Level of Difficulty: B/Beginner, Y/Youth Encouraged, W/Wheelchair Accessible
$: Fees for vans or boats, or field trips. Nature events are outlined in turquoise
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